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the troops were soon withdrawn, and the three
radical States fell at once under the control of the
whites. Hayes could not see in his election any en-
couragement to adopt a vigorous radical position,
and Congress was deadlocked on party issues for
fifteen years. As a result the radical Republicans
had to develop other interests, and the North grad-
ually accepted the Southern situation.

Although the radical policy of reconstruction
came to an end in 1877, some of its results were
more lasting. The Southern States were burdened
heavily with debt, much of which had been fraudu-
lently incurred. There now followed a period of
adjustment, of refunding, scaling, and repudiation,
which not only injured the credit of the States but
left them with enormous debts. The Democratic
party under the leadership of former Confederates
began its regime of strict economy, race fairness,
and inelastic Jeffersonianism. There was a po-
litical rest which almost amounted to stagnation
and which the leaders were unwilling to disturb by
progressive measures lest a developing democracy
make trouble with the settlement of 1877.

The undoing of reconstruction was not entirely
completed with the understanding of 1877. There